Law and Social Sciences Research Blog
SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 

1. All Law and Social Sciences School academic staff are encouraged to contribute short pieces to the School Research Blog. SLSS PhD students can also come forward with pieces for submission – please seek guidance from your Principal Supervisor before doing so.

2. Blog short pieces can take the form of reaction to, and discussion of, recent legal, socio-legal, social science and information management developments.

3. Blog pieces can also take the form of more reflective, long view type pieces, which adopt a more general overview approach to a legal, social sciences or information management issue.

4. Blog pieces can also take the form of book reviews; these could be reviews of law and social sciences related novels and non-fiction texts, or of recently published textbooks and monographs.

5. In terms of the intended readership, and the associated level at which pieces should be written, the aim is for pieces which are not dissimilar to The Conversation, for example, which has articles grounded in academic research, but which are written in a livelier style that can appeal to the general reader. The intended pool of likely readers will include academics, university colleagues, students, alumni and local professionals. 

6. Blog pieces should ideally be between 1000 – 1500 words; if the Blog piece is a book review it should ideally be between 600 – 1000 words. 

7. Blog pieces should be written in a Word doc format, using Verdana, font size 11, 1.5 line spacing.

8. Hyperlinks should be used for references and sources (as opposed to footnotes). This is done by selecting “Insert” on the menu bar, then selecting “Link” and pasting in the URL to your source/s. Footnotes should not be used.

9. Please include a general Category for your piece, from one of the Categories listed on the Blog page, and a few Tags or key words (e.g. Refugees, Children, Contracts…) at the end of your piece.

10. Blog posts will feature an Author Profile at the end which will be a link to your profile, photo and email address as set up on RGU OpenAir/ Worktribe

11. In order to comply with University Academic Integrity and AI compliance standards, all submissions will be put through an AI and plagiarism check on Turnitin. The process of doing so will not add your content to the Turnitin database.

12. Pieces should be submitted to the Blog email address: slss-blog@rgu.ac.uk

13.  There will normally be about a 1-month lapse between your submission and its publication by Abby Othman Wilson (Blog Manager), to allow for reviewing, editing, any changes and publication readying.

14.  If you submit, or plan to submit, your piece for publication elsewhere (e.g. to another Blog or website) then please make that clear when submitting to the Law and Social Sciences Research Blog. Please ensure that your subsequent publication clearly acknowledges the prior publication in the Law and Social Sciences Research Blog, with a link to the latter. 

15.  If you are using your Blog piece as a platform for development of a longer piece in a journal or an edited text, then you should check the prior publication policy of your intended journal or publisher. Many journals will have a statement similar to this: “Submissions will be considered only on condition that they have not, in whole, in part, or in substance, been published or offered for publication elsewhere.” However, they may not regard a short outline of a thesis in a Blog post as prior publication, but it is important to check this first before you submit to the SLSS Blog. 
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